THE RISE OF SOLO WOMEN CAMPERS!

GARAVAN
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ARTICLE BY HOWARD SHANKS

The Swiss Army Knife
of Semi 0ff Road
Family Caravans

- Think of the Gold Class Lé77C Touring 2+1 as the the way modern caravans have drifted into la byrinths

Swiss Army knife of caravans. Not one of ljy?,se polite ofo tﬁnf&ﬁts and creeping price tags. Instead of

“little pocket models with a toothp/ck and nguéﬁiﬂﬂhmi,‘ﬂ%a{mg you to assemble your touring solution piece

ambition. No, this is the one Wlth seventeen blodes ’;. by expensive piece, this one arrives already thought
three screwdrivers, a corkscrew sqmeth/ng that looks through. What you see is genuinely what you get. More
faintly surg/co/ anda mysterlous dtt@lchment you importantly, what you get already covers the features
ore convinced could I‘E'Stdr_l}CIVI/JSGEIOD ft is compoct most touring families would have circled anyway.
enough to tow w:thout compl?flnt yét somehow At launch, Adrian Di Vincenzo was refreshingly
conto/ns evelythlng you mlght conz:elvobly need when direct.Gold Class Caravans has adopted a fixed price,
civilisation pohtely dls’op,oedrs’beh/nd you. Sensible on all inclusive strategy for its new generation of Australian
paper, bordeﬂme hero/c in /zfroctlce and faintly smug Ioo"kalike,,Chinese built vans. Entry Luxe Class semi off

et -

about being th/s prepored - . o o ; : road mo/dels sit between $84,990 and $99,990 RRP.
That sense of preparedness is not academal Frdm - Nobundles. No creeping invoices. No post purchase
/ __the ou‘tset the LC17C feels like a dellberate respon,se to

_thefa py required.
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“HEADY TOTOUR FROM DAY ONE. THE LG170 REMOVES THE

ANXIETY OF OPTION LISTS AND GREEPING UPGRADE '”

J [ =]
Smakd

i e '.’-\[——ll."' ','7"'_7
s=mg® | | ] o D4 N

The philosophy lands squarely in the LC17C. Rather
than feeling like a base model waiting to be rescued
by your wallet, it feels engineered as a complete idea.
Layout, storage, seating and sleeping arrangements
work together as a whole. Someone has already done
the thinking so you can get on with the travelling.

For buyers who want to tour without constantly
second guessing themselves, that clarity is refreshing.
In a market thick with fine print, honesty may be its
sharpest weapon.

Why 17.1 Feet Is the Sweet Spot
At first glance, 17.1 feet sounds awkward. Not large
enough to intimidate the neighbours. Not small

enough to boast about minimalism on social media.
And yet, rather'brilliantly, that is the point.

'“;:I;F'fé'é'd,vantage reveals itself the moment you

return home. A 171 foot van still has a fighting chance
of fitting in a driveway, behind a shed, or down side
access without civil engineering. That matters. A
caravan you can park at home gets used. One that lives
in paid storage becomes a very expensive hobby you
occasionally wave at.

On the road, the LC17C behaves with reassuring
composure. There is less tail wag, less drama whena
B-Double blasts past, and noticeably less of the mental
fatigue that builds after a long day-towing. You arrive at
camp feeling human rather than mildly traumatised.



AIRCONDITIONER

Older caravan parks and national parks were designed
when vans were a sensible size and comfortably under
20 feet. The LC17C slips into-more sites, reverses into
awkward corners with less theatre, and can usually be
turned around without summoning a committee or a
marriage counsellor.

Inside, the supposed sacrifice in space is largely
theoretical. Modern layouts are clever, and here the
difference compared to larger vans is minimal in day to
day living. What you gain is usability. Less wasted volume.
Less weight. Less fuss.

Choosing 171 feet is not compromise. It is restraint. And
restraint, quietly applied, is often the clever option.

Who It Suits

The LC17C is aimed at travellers who value balance.
Balance between size and space. Balance between
comfort and capability. Balance between price and what
actually arrives on delivery day.

The 2+1 layout works for small families, couples
travelling with a child or grandchild, or those who want
a dedicated extra bed without towing something the
length of a cricket pitch. The third bed converts from
the dinette and is best suited to younger travellers who
see this whole enterprise as an adventure rather than a
spatial analysis exercise.
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Touring style matters too. This van suits Australians
who mix their travel. A powered coastal park one
weekend. A gravel road to a showground or bush camp
the next. It sits comfortably in that middle ground,
capable enough for a dirt track into a national park
without demanding a heavy duty American pickup and a
pilot vehicle.

Built for Semi Off Road Reality

These vans are manufactured in an exclusive factory in
China set up specifically to produce Gold Class models to a
defined specification.

The LC17C rides on a hot dipped galvanised steel chassis
suited to semi off road touring. A fully welded aluminium
frame forms the body skeleton, clad in one piece
aluminium composite panels for the walls and roof, with a
honeycomb composite floor beneath. Fewer joins improve
rigidity and reduce opportunities for dust and water entry.

Suspension is heavy duty independent with shock
absorbers. Braking is handled by 12 inch electric drum
brakes with Tuson sway control fitted as standard. The van
rolls on 16 inch alloy wheels with 265/75 Goodride all terrain
tyres. Towing hardware remains refreshingly simple with a
50 mm tow ball coupling.

In short, it is built for real world Australian touring rather
than brochure hero shots.



Outside: Touring Practicality with a Wink
Up front, a full width storage box on the A frame

houses the diesel heater tank, twin gas bottles and a jerry
can while still leaving usable space. The box feels'solid,
and the catches accept padlocks for added security.

An Anderson plug allows additional solar panels to
feed into the 300 amp hour Enerdrive lithium system:.
There is even a proper hook for the 240 volt lead when
connected. Small detail. Big difference.

Starlink users will appreciate the dedicated cable
port and internal mount powered by a Cowfish Cosmo
12V Gen 3 supply. For travellers working remotely or
uploading content from the bush, this is practical rather
than gimmicky.

The slide out external kitchen on the left features a
Thetford three burner gas cooktop and stainless sink
with hot and cold water. It is, rather inconveniently,
excellent. Because the drawers pull toward the front,
every forgotten utensil requires a walk around the pullout
kitchen. Oil inside. Tongs inside. That essential spice also
inside. By the time dinner is served, you have completed
a modest fitness program and your smart watch is
quietly congratulating you on closing your step ring
before dessert.

An electric awning, picnic table with LED lighting,
240 volt outlet, USB sockets and Fusion stereo complete
the outdoor living zone. It feels cohesive and purposeful
rather than decorative.

Inside: Warm, Practical, Liveable

Step inside and the tone is warm and inviting. Dust
bronze fixtures, fawn leatherette seating and matte
cabinetry create a space designed for actual living.

The corner mounted queen bed keeps the entry clear.
Beneath it sits an Eberspacher diesel heater that earns
its keep on alpine mornings. Café seating converts to the
plus one bed. Kitchen facilities include a Dometic two
zone induction cooktop, Thetford Duplex gas oven, NCE
microwave and a Thetford T2208 224 litre compressor
fridge with external lock and impressive drawer freezer.

Climate control comes from a Dometic FreshJet 7
Series Pro air conditioner supported by twin Sirocco
fans. Monitoring is via a Simarine PICO system with
digital inclinometer, while a 28 inch Google ready 12 volt
television caters for evenings when the weather insists.

The ensuite is impressively usable for this size and
includes a wall mounted NCE washer dryer as standard.
On longer trips, that stops being a luxury and becomes a
small domestic miracle.

Off Grid and Towing

Power is supplied by 300 amp hours of Enerdrive
lithium backed by 525 watts of rooftop solar and a 2000
watt inverter. Water capacity totals 160 litres across two
tanks. For bush camps and showgrounds, the setup
works well within sensible expectations. Air conditioning
remains a mains power indulgence.
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LIFE WITH THE

Compact enough to lve with.
Gapable enough to disappear. ey
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With a tare of 2769 kg, the LC17C sits toward the heavier end of the 17 foot segment, so tow vehicle ratings deserve

o s

. proper attention. This is not a hitch and hope scenario. The reward is a usable 731 kg payload under its 3500 kg ATM,
allowing you to carry water, food and touring gear without resorting to driveway weight gymnastics.
As Coastal Caravans, where we picked up the review ‘van, Managing Director Trent Austin pointed out, context

| matters. The LCI7C arrives fully kitted and genuinely ready to tour. Many lighter weight caravans look impressively
slim on paper, but that often reflects what is not included. Add lithium, solar, inverter, heating and the other
. essentials most touring families insist on, and those supposedly featherweight vans quickly begin putting on kilos.

s glere



E BEST TOURING RIGS ARE
AT MAKE YOU WANT
LEAVE HOME MORE UFTEN.”
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THREE THINGS WE LOVED

(v)  EASY DRIVEWAY-FRIENDLY SIZE

(v STABLETOWING MANNERS

(v GENUINE READY-TO-TOUR SPECIFICATION




Compare them on an equal specification basis and the
difference frequently narrows to something far less
dramatic than the brochure suggests.

Towed behind our upgraded Isuzu D Max with a 6200
kg GCM, the combination remained compliant with
several hundred kilograms in reserve. On the road, the
LC17C tracked straight and stable at highway speeds
and on secondary roads. Once rolling, it settled in and
simply got on with the job, exactly what you want from
something weighing just over three tonnes.

Final Thoughts

From a touring perspective, there is no rear bumper
carrier platform fitted as standard. If you plan to mount
bikes, firewood or fishing gear externally, aftermarket
solutions will need to be considered. For lighter packers,
it may never matter at all.

Ultimately, whether a caravan suits you is less about
the spec sheet and more about how it fits your travel
rhythm. In that context, the LC17C makes a compelling
case.

Its greatest strength is that it arrives genuinely ready
to tour. The fixed price, all inclusive approach removes
the anxiety of option lists and creeping upgrades. Off
grid capability is well judged, comfort levels are high, and
thoughtful touches such as Starlink integration reinforce
its touring first mindset.

Weight demands honest consideration, but matched
correctly it rewards with stability and usable payload.
Accept the realities of off grid air conditioning, pair it with
the right tow vehicle, and the LC17C becomes a capable
and confidence inspiring companion for those who
prefer gravel under the tyres and a destination beyond
the next bend.

Special thanks to Coastal Caravans for supplying the caravan.
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